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St. Paul Lutheran Church is a Sandusky Area Lutheran congregation in Mission 

 SECRETARY OFFICE HOURS 
MondayðFriday 
8:30 AMð1:00 PM 

419-625-6800  phone 

 

ñChrist -Centered, Gospel - Based Church Equipping You For SERVICE .ò 

T he Sword 

Our Mission:  Proclaim Godôs love through word and sacrament, committed to a life of  

    witness, fellowship, and service, uniting people to His will. 

   Our Vision:  As a church, we will make a positive difference in our community. 



 

DEADLINES TO  

REMEMBER: 
Please have information to the church office at the   

appropriate times for  

 timely publication. 

 

Weekly Bulletin:  

Thursday, 10:00 AM 

Newsletter:  

Monday after the  

Congregation Council meeting by 12:00 PM 

(May SWORD, April 18th) 

USHERS 8:00 
 

April 3  Larry Riedy and Walt Bauman 

April 10 Larry Riedy and Walt Bauman 

April 17 Larry Riedy and Walt Bauman 

April 24 Larry Riedy and Walt Bauman 

Jesusô Disciple in Mission & Ministry YOU! 
Interim Pastor    Rev. Merlin Jacobs 
Music Director & Organist    Charles Scroggy 
Choir Director     Marianne Webb  
Pianist     Jenny Weichel 
Church Secretary    Elaine Conley 
Family/Youth Coordinator    Jennifer Parkison 
Custodian    Debbie Moltz 
Grounds Keeper     Frank J. Ball   

OUR STAFF  

GREETERS 8:00 
April 3  Brent and Tami Gardner 

April 10 Jan Tunnell 

April 17 Larry and Cherie Riedy  

April 24 Ron and Martha Abbott Our 2015-2015 Church Council  Leaders and Committee 

 chairpersons are: 

 

Rev. Merlin Jacobs ð Interim Pastor  

Larry RiedyðPresident 

Brent GardnerðVice President 

Cindy BallðTreasurer 

Craig HechtðSecretary 

Millie McCready 

Tina Walton 

David Ridenour 

Nancy Glass 

Ron Abbott 

Judy Pflieger 

Charles Showalter 

Pat Gresh 

Valerie Boothe 

MISSION TEAMS are scheduled to meet at 6:30 pm on 

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 

CHURCH COUNCIL will be meeting Tuesday, April 12th  

at 6:30 pm.  

Worship and Music  
SATURDAY 6:00 pm Worship Assistant (acolyte, usher, communion assistant) is Lynda McCutcheon 

and Dave Ridenour. 

READERS 6:00 
April 2  Joan Shank 

April 9  Linda Skillman 

April 16 Pat Gresh 

April 23 Vicki Gerold 

April 30 Karen Steiert 

READERS 8:00  
April 3  Brent Gardner 

April 10 Craig Hecht 

April 17 Tina Walton  

April 24 Will Cummings 

 April Lectionary  

April 3   2nd Sunday of Easter 
Parament Color: White 

First Reading: Acts 5:27-32 

Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150 

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

April 10  3rd Sunday of Easter 
Parament Color: White 

First Reading: Acts 9:1-6[7-20] 

Psalm 30 

Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 

Gospel: John 21:1-19 

April 17  4th Sunday of Easter 
Parament Color: White 

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43 

Psalm 23 

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 

Gospel: John 10:22-30 

April 24  5th Sunday of Easter 
Parament Color: White 

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 148 

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 

Gospel: John 13:31-35 

ACOLYTES  
April 3  Max Hecht 

April 10 Keegan Schoen 

April 17 Catelynn and Nelson Collins  

April 24 Logan Lawson 

VAN DRIVERS 
April 2  Mel Arndt 

April 9  Barry Glass 

April 16 Bud Schenk 

April 23 Ken Nagel 

April 30 

St. Paul has four teams that tend to the ministry that Christ has called us to. 

 

The teams and their respective responsibilities include: 

 

Nurture Team   Resource Team   Ministry Team   Outreach Team 

Worship & Music  Finance    Personnel   Evangelism, SALM, 

Christian Education  Stewardship   Fellowship Groups  Welcome Table, 

Youth & Family   Building and Grounds  Visitation   Care and Share, 

        Life and Growth   Synod, ELCA, etc. 

 

Short Term Teams may be set up by Council in response to specific requests or needs. 

 

Church Activities 

 

Prayer Chain  Linda Skillman (419) 625-6292 

St. Paul Choir  Marianne Webb  

Joyful Noise Choir Pat Hartley  

Stitch n Rip Sharon Dresser (419) 433-0843 

Welcome Table  David & Deanna Ridenour (419) 626-4600  

Dartball  Tom Willer (419) 308-0197 

Women of the ELCA  Vicky Gerold (419) 627-9748 

IN CASE OF HAZARDOUS WEATHER:  

If Erie County designates a level 2 or 3   

emergency, or if Sandusky City Schools   

cancel school or evening activities during the 

week then church activities or meetings are 

canceled. Saturday or Sunday Worship will 

only be canceled with a level 3 Erie County 

Emergency. If in doubt, call the Church     

Office!  



 

Please be mindful of our homebound members with prayers, visits or cards! 

Elizabeth (Betty) Streng 

Now at Providence Care 

4012 Venice Rd. Lot # 85 (home address)  

                  Or  

P.O. Box 763  (mailing address) 

Sandusky, Oh 44870 

 

Viola Shockney  

4312 White Tail Ln. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Martha Roesch  

3709 S. Campbell St. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Howard Barnum 

604 Bennett Ave. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Donna Russell 

507 E. Madison St. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Ed Rosino 

Commons of Providence 

Assisted Living #209 

5000 Providence Dr. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

Harold Smith 

408 Pennsylvania Ave. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Lois Hummel 

Lutheran Memorial Home 

Room 209 

795 Bardshar Road  

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Peg Marquart 

Parkvue 

3800 Boardwalk Blvd. #303 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

Janis Skaggs 

4925 Lisbon Circle 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

George Skaggs 

Admirals Pointe 

1920 Cleveland Road West 

Huron, OH 44839 

 

Ara Lou and Bill Waldock 

171 Sunset Dr. 

Sandusky, OH 44870 

 

From the Pastor  

Thursday, April 14th @ 11:30 am, Tired and Retired 

 

We will be celebrating Spring, letôs hope for a nice day.  Come join us.  Bring a dish to share and enjoy 

the fellowship. We always have a great time.  Come check us out. 

TIRED AND RETIRED 

MEET TO EAT 

The April Meet to Eat will be on April 29.  We will meet at Margaritaville at 5:00 pm.   

When Jesus sent his disciples in mission in Luke 10 ñthey returned with joy saying, óeven the    

demons submit to us in your name.ò Following the resurrection Jesus is sending out the disciples 

to make disciples, to witness in Jerusalem, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. The disciples are 

no longer timid and confused. They are bold and filled with the Spirit. 

 

Another Easter is upon us and Jesus is sending us in mission. We state each week that we          

understand that Jesus wants us ñto make a positive difference in our community.ò There are many 

opportunities in our community and some of those opportunities are going to be part of an event 

called Mission Summit.  

 

The Mission Summit emerged out of a Sunday afternoon last January when 200 people from area 

Lutheran churches gathered for the movie ñWhen God Left the Building.ò This Mission Summit 

will bring together people from area Lutheran Churches and from other parts of our Northwestern 

Ohio Synod who have experienced the joy of mission that is making a difference.  It will take 

place Sunday, April 10 from 2 ï 4:30 p.m. at St. Paul.  

 

Itôs an afternoon with a Keynote Speaker and six breakout sessions to hear about what Jesus      

disciples are up to nearby and far away. You can hear about opportunities to take church to the 

people, about young adults involved in an intense year of learning and serving, about something 

called dinner church, and about the impact of mission work going on in our own backyard. 

 

You have most likely seen the Mission Summit publicity that is circulating. Now is the time to 

sign on and sign up at the table in St. Paulôs Welcome Center.  Jesus is sending us. Jesus will    

provide what is needed for the mission.  Whom shall we serve? Jesus will be at the Mission    

Summit to prepare us and to send us.  

 

Go with God, 

Pastor Merlin Jacobs 

Interim Pastor 

 

13th Annual Cancer Services  

 Spaghetti and Meatball Fundraiser 

Sunday, April 3, 2016 from 12-6 P.M. 

For complete information contact 

Cancer Services @ 419-626-4548 or 419-656-1832 



 

The family of Wayne Russell wishes to thank everyone for their support in the months leading up to his passing.  The          

family that we have at St. Paul has helped us to take every step during this journey.  Your visits, supportive words, flowers, 

and caring have meant more than you will ever know.                                                  

The Russell Family 

Thank you to Rich and Helen Lyons who gave the refrigerator in the downstairs (gym) kitchen a complete make over and 

scrubbinô.  PLEASE clean up your spills. 

Thanks, 

Dave Ridenour 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, messages and visits during my recent surgery and rehab.  I really appreciate it. 

Toni Nossaman 

Thank you for the delicious luncheon you served following Donôs funeral service.  The fellowship it allowed with those 

attending the service was greatly appreciated. 

God Bless You All, 

The Symonds Family 

To the Women of St. Paul 

Thank you for putting together such a wonderful luncheon for our family and friends.  Your taking care of us all at such a 

difficult time was much appreciated.  Wayne and our family have been so blessed to be a part of the St. Paul family. 

Love, 

The Russell Family 

Dear Hospice Friends, 

Thank you for the baked chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, bread, corn and cupcakes you donated to Stein Hospice Care 

Center on February 28, 2016.  Someone once said that whatever we possess will double in value when we share it with 

others.  Your generous gift reminds me how much we depend on your support to accomplish our mission ñto provide    

comfort, compassion and support during lifeôs final journey.ò  Please know how much your kindness is appreciated.  

Thank you for stepping out in good faith and ñhelping us help others.ò  It is noted that you are indeed a special friend. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Ostheimer 

The Stein Hospice Memorial Team 

Dear Friends at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your gift of $250.00 to Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio.  Your participation in ministry and mission is 

appreciated. 

The camps that we love provide a special time and place apart to focus on faith, fellowship, fun, renewal and recreation.  

One camper shares that ñEvery time I come, I learn something new that increases my faith in Christ.ò 

Your generous giving helps campers like this continue to come to camp, experience and learn new things, and grow in their 

faith.  We rely on the faithful stewardship of our donors and thank you for your confidence and trust. 

We invite you to visit our website for a year-round schedule at:  www.lomocamps.org.  We offer easy online registration 

for all our year-round programs including the coming spring retreats and summer programs.  We look forward to seeing 

you at camp soon! 

Sincerely, In Christ, 

Penny Christensen 

Executive Director 

WELCOME TABLE 

MARCH birthdays  

William Glass Jr. 4/16 

Richard Lyons  4/16 

Toni Nossaman 4/16 

Roland Unckrich, Jr 4/17 

Laurie Weyer  4/18 

Kenneth Zelm  4/18 

Randy Kalsbeek 4/19 

Alexis Meadows 4/19 

Kelsey Meadows 4/19 

Benjamin Ward 4/19 

Mark Miller  4/20 

Cynthia Ball  4/21 

Shelley Veverka 4/21 

Alexandra Zuck 4/21 

Mary Zelm  4/22 

Preston Barnum 4/23 

Diane Frankart 4/23 

Brent Gardner  4/23 

Matthew Crawford 4/25 

Brooke Ries   4/25 

Madison Boothe 4/27 

Scott Booze  4/27 

James Trout   4/27 

Adelle Emrath  4/28 

Kendra Gast  4/28 

Paul Schoen  4/29 

Ronald Gerold  4/30 

Cheetham, Elaine 4/1 

Donovan Clark 4/1 

Cherie Riedy  4/1 

Betty Streng  4/2 

Amy Bower  4/3 

Rylee Parkison  4/5 

Helen Smith  4/7 

Lori Sprouse  4/8 

Logan Lawson  4/9 

Jennifer Parkison      4/10 

Kim Barnum           4/11 

Carolyn Clark           4/11 

Tami Gardner           4/11 



 

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

¶ Sharon Schaeffer from the Erie County Health Department spoke about infant mortality in Erie County and 

how churches can address this concern. 

¶ Pastor Jacobs spoke about a Capital Campaign to support Seminarians.  It would be a three week campaign 

featuring a temple talk, a visit from a Seminarian and an offering.  The program was approved by Church 

Council. 

¶ Brent Gardner presented/explained changes in the proposed Model Constitution.  The changes were         

approved and will be presented to the congregation at a special congregational meeting on April 9th and 

10th.  The approved copy would then be sent to the Synod for approval. 

¶ Council elections will be held on April 16th and 17th.  The Nominating Committee is Bill Glass, Deanna 

Ridenour and Millie McCready. 

¶ Pastor suggested that our church is ready to form a Call Committee.  The Executive Committee will identify 

candidates for the committee and will present them at the April Council Meeting.  The Synod will be      

coordinating a Call Committee orientation sometime in June. 

¶ Council approved June 17th as a day off for the Parish Secretary, Elaine. 

¶ Preston Barnum, Pat Gast and Joan Shank performed an audit of the Treasurerôs Records under the direction 

of Cindy Ball. 

¶ The YMCA will be using our parking lot on April 23 until 3:30 pm for Youth Appreciation Day. 

¶ SALM has changed its name to FLAME to reflect a more regional makeup of area Lutheran Churches.  A 

Norwalk and Bellevue church recently joined the committee.   

¶ There will be a Mission Summit at St. Paul on April 10 from 2:00-4:30 pm as a follow-up to the movie 

ñWhen God Left the Buildingò.  There will be a keynote speaker and breakout sessions.  The goal of the 

summit is to expose people to opportunities in mission.   

¶ Cindy Ball reported general fund income in February of  $16,526.86 and expenses of $15,321.73. 

¶ Pastor Jacobs will be on vacation 7/11-17. 

¶ There will be a memorial service for Sue Ailing, the mother of Marianne Webb at 10:30 am on March 22. 

¶ The Confirmation class will be finishing out the year by attending Midweek Lenten Services and the      

Healing Service on March 16. 

¶ On April 23 from 9:00-3:00 there will be a discipleship event called ñWill You Come and Follow Meò.  It is 

for all ages. 

¶ Larry reported that 1700 invitations were sent out for the Healing Service on March 16.  A light reception 

will follow the service.  Youth will be asked to help with the service. 

¶ Jim Stauffer handed out a folder containing 5 resources: a comprehensive list of church committees and  

person in charge, a time and talent sheet, an article entitled ñ10 Reasons Why Your Church Should Have 

Small Groupsò, a menôs fellowship information survey, and information regarding making contact with  -

visitors. 

¶ There is a Passion Play road trip to Bucyrus on March 21. 

¶ The Nurture Committee is looking into flowers for Motherôs Day. 

¶ Cottage meetings are being considered. 

¶ Robert Rogers will be here on May 1.  Norma Bakewell is coordinating. 

¶ 20 pints of blood were donated for the blood drive on March 3.  The goal was 15 pints. 

¶ The purchase of an outdoor electronic sign was discussed.  It will be brought up before the congregation. 

¶ Permission was given to Cancer Services to use church roasters, dinnerware and plates for the Cancer     

Benefit on April 3. 

¶ Pastor Jacobs will be taking May 15 as a day of vacation as his son is completing his Doctorate at the     

University of Illinois.  Pastor Jacobs will ask Pastor Franke to fill in on this date.   



 

Women of the Church  

We will be having Naomi/Ruth Bible study on Thursday, 

April 7th at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall kitchen.  

Lunch follows the study.  All ladies are  welcome. 

Wine, Women and Word will meet on Monday, April 18th at 7:00 pm at Ruth Glassôs 

house. The book that we have chosen is called Eve by Wm. Paul Brown (the author of the 

Shack).  It is available from the library, on Amazon or local book stores.  The ISBN is 

9781501101373.  Happy reading.  See you in April! 

The fellowship and enjoyment of worshipping together is an important cornerstone of St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, and as part of this, there is transportation provided by the church available 

for anyone who is uncomfortable driving in the evening, to the Saturday 6:00PM service.  In 

order to make these rides accurate and on time, additional action is necessary. 

 

PLEASE CALL THE COORDINATOR , John Steiert 614-971-0007 

 

YOU NEED TO CALL BY NOON ON FRIDAY TO ENSURE A RIDE. 

 

If your plans change, let the coordinator know asap but in the meantime, 

use this service to join in worship whether due to weather, physical needs or other concerns. 

THINKING SPRING!  

The first meeting for this year's community garden cooperative has been                         

announced.  Please share with as many people as possible and come on out.  Garden 

knowledge is not required.  This is a great way to learn about gardening as we work       

together to provide food to those in need in our community! 

 

WHAT: The FLAMe (Firelands Lutherans Active in Mission) Giving Garden at  

St. Johns Lutheran Church 

 

WHERE: St. Johns Lutheran Church (Rte. 250 & Scheid Road) 

 

WHEN:   Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

 

TIME:     7:00 p.m. 

 

We will again be creating two groups of e-mail addresses to send e-mail information to 

throughout the year.  One will be for those who wish to receive general updates about the 

garden while another will be for the garden workers to communicate ongoing work         

activities.  Please let me know which group(s) you (or any one you may know) would like to 

be included on so I can update for 2016. 

 

Thanks, 

On behalf of The Giving Garden Growers 

Barry Gill 

The women of St. Paul will be hosting the Spring Assembly for the Women of the Eastern 

Conference here at St. Paul on Saturday April 9, 2016 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  We will 

have registration starting at 8:30 am with a breakfast to follow.  The ladies of St. Paul will be 

serving a luncheon consisting of a Soup and Salad Bar.  There will be a sign up sheet in the 

Narthex.  We will need 2 soups and 5 salads.  We will be reimbursed for any money spent.  If 

there are any questions please see Vicki. 

Article taken the Northwest Ohio Synodical Womenôs Organization newsletter Sonlight 


