Our Mission: Proclaim God’s love through word and sacrament, committed to a life of
witness, fellowship, and service, uniting people to His will.
Our Vision: As a church, we will make a positive difference in our community.
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Northwestern
Ohio Synod
St. Paul Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 1226
Sandusky, OH 44870

“Christ-Centered, Gospel- Based Church Equipping You For SERVICE.”

St. Paul has four teams that tend to the ministry that Christ has called us to.
The teams and their respective responsibilities include:
Nurture Team
Worship & Music
Christian Education
Youth & Family

Resource Team
Finance
Stewardship
Building and Grounds

Ministry Team
Life and Growth
Fellowship Groups
Visitation

Mission Team
Evangelism, FLAMe,
Welcome Table,
Care and Share,
Synod, ELCA, etc.

Short Term Teams may be set up by Council in r esponse to specific r equests or needs.
.

Our 2019-2020 Church Council Leaders and
Committee chairpersons are:

CHURCH COUNCIL will be meeting
Tuesday, March 8th, 2022 at 6:30 pm.

Larry Riedy—President
Cindy Ball—Treasurer
Craig Hecht—Secretary
Judy Pflieger
Linda Ewers
Dennis and Joyce Marquart

3/16

March Lectionary
March 2

Ash Wednesday

March 20

Third Sunday in Lent

March 6

First Sunday in Lent

March 27

Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 13

Second Sunday in Lent

Parament Color: Purple
First Reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Parament Color: Purple
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-13
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13

Parament Color: Purple
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Second Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1
Gospel: Luke 13:31-35

Parament Color: Purple
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
Parament Color: Purple
First Reading: Joshua 5:6-12
Psalm 32
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
ON MARCH 13TH. DON’T FORGET
TO SET YOUR CLOCKS FORWARD
AN HOUR.

1. Cindy Ball gave the treasurer’s report. Benevolence income was $125.00 with expenses of
$2,750.00. General Fund income was $4,222.43 with expenses of $5.539.22. There was no
income or expenses for the Special Fund or the Building Fund. $1,374.98 of the General
Fund is for the final hospitalization expense related to Pastor Schroeder’s severance package.
2. Trudy Miller, Karen Russell and Janet Sprow will meet with Cindy after the Annual Meeting
to audit the church’s financial records.
3. Pastor Gardner and Pastor Franke will be attending a meeting at First Congregational Church
about what to do for Lent programming.
4. There will be a meeting between our council and First Presbyterian leadership regarding
charting a course for collaborative worship and music programming. Their Session will meet
to work on a Worship and Music contract that both churches can sign.
5. Spoer Precast Concrete is storing the memorial benches until there is warmer weather when
they will be moved to First Presbyterian. Call Spoer to make arrangements to pick up your
bench.
6. An initial contract involving collaborative worship and music has been designed by our
church with attempts to discuss with First Presbyterian leadership.
7. Council has offered to let First Presbyterian leadership use Elaine, our Parish Administrator,
for any of their needs if she has time.
8. There will be a vote at the Annual Meeting on putting $700,000.00 in reserve until it is decided how we want those funds to be used for Christ’s Ministry. We will also vote on retaining
the current council until the June 12th Congregational Meeting.
9. Council reviewed current membership and giving as it relates to our current budget and our
money funds accounts.
10. Care and Share and Second Harvest want to coordinate and expand in the Care and Share
building. This will be discussed at the next Session.
11. First Presbyterian and St. Paul are looking into restarting a program similar to the former
Faith Collaborative. Larry overviewed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) drafted by
Care and Share to coordinate between them and Second Harvest. Helping coordinate/support
a third entity with Second Harvest and Care and Share called “Sandusky Community Hub” is
also detailed in the MOU.

Tanner Parkison
Karen Flohr
Craig Hecht
Donald Pfeil
Lynn Franke
Ken Nagel
Robert Weiser
Pr. Lance Franke

3/1
3/4
3/5
3/6
3/8
3/9
3/11
3/15

James Collins
Norma Bakewell
Patricia Binting
Emily Hines
Patricia Gast
Linda Ewers
Lola Marquart
Claire Willer

3/17
3/19
3/21
3/21
3/22
3/27
3/27
3/27

Please be mindful of our homebound members with
prayers, visits or cards!
Martha Roesch

Frances Hartley

Howard Barnum

Ronald Beese

Donna Russell

Larry Camp, Jr.

Betty Moltz

Don Roth

Mr. Barry Karns

Marian Heiberger

Lois Hummel

Harold Smith

Peg Marquart

Janis Skaggs

EASTER FLOWERS
If you would like to purchase flowers to help
decorate the sanctuary for Easter, please indicate
your choice below. We are asked to place our
order early, so all orders need to be in the office
by Monday, March 14. The order goes in that
day. Place orders in the collection plate, mail
them, or call the office with your choices.
___ EASTER LILY
$12.00
___ RED TULIPS
$11.00
___ PINK TULIPS
$11.00
___ PINK HYACINTH
$10.00
___ WHITE HYACINTH
$10.00
___ BLUE HYACINTH
$10.00
___ DAFFODILS
$10.00
NAME _______________________________
IN MEMORY OF: ______________________
IN HONOR OF: _______________________
WILL PICK UP AFTER CHURCH
YES ___
NO ___

We will be doing Easter Baskets for Project Noelle again this year. Finished
baskets completely wrapped in cellophane, homemade or purchased, are the
only ones we can accept. Please return your baskets to the church no later than
April 3rd. You can drop them off on Mondays or Wednesdays between 9:00 12:00 and put them in the conference room downstairs. You can also drop them
off on Sundays.
Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”.
I truly believe that “hope “ is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is that which helps us see beyond
our circumstances and as the theme for the year purports — we wait for that which we do not
see with expectation.
We started the year with hope that we could continue some of what we were working on the
prior year.
We were able to assist the bloodmobile, and we donated forty-five Easter baskets to Project
Noelle.
With the assistance of Zion in Huron and First Presbyterian we gathered items for Safe
Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter. We also helped First Presbyterian make Comfort Pillows
and at Christmas we made shoeboxes for Project Happy with the assistance of OHGO and
First Presbyterian.
My hope is we will continue to love our community and the world by giving of ourselves in
2022. God’s love still shines bright.

Dear members of St. Paul:
Greetings in Christ Jesus our Lord!
I want to tell you how pleased your Congregation Council, our volunteer pastors, and I
were with the turnout for our annual meeting on Sunday. Thirty people were involved,
and the conversation went on for more than two hours.
The key accomplishment of the meeting was an agreement to set aside $700,000 from
the sale of our property and van and invest it for six months, giving St. Paul time to
consider what would be best to do with it. Another congregational meeting has been
set for June 12, at which time our Congregation Council has been charged with putting
forth a plan for use of these funds. (The remainder of the sale proceeds has been made
available to help handle general fund expenses as necessary in maintaining our
congregation and our rental commitments to First Presbyterian.)
On Sunday, I asked that all members consider what we can do together with these
dollars. Among the ideas mentioned at the meeting were these:
- in cooperation with Care and Share of Erie County, Second Harvest Food
Bank, and the City of Sandusky, to help fund a position of community social
services navigator, a person who would provide caring and compassionate
advocacy to help people in need to have those needs met
- when the COVID pandemic relents, work with First Presbyterian to create a
Sunday morning “Breakfast Church” in the fellowship hall in the Sunday
School wing, at which a free meal would be provided for all wishing to come,
along with casual worship and conversation, a learning event for children,
and an invitation to more formal worship in the sanctuary afterward
- in keeping with our synod’s “Year of Vision” theme, investigate and invest
in something completely new in ministry and mission to bring today’s people
in this secular culture to the love of Jesus Christ, while continuing to care for
the people of our two remnant congregations
These items are already “on the table.” But, we need more ideas and input. If you
were able to attend the meeting, by the time you read this letter, you will have had
opportunity to think about all of this. For you who were not able to attend, I know this
is a “first blush” for you. Either way, we’re looking for your ideas and visions. By
email, you may send them to me or to our vice president Jenny Weichel, at
lcr7146@yahoo.com or jennyweichel@gmail.com. Or, you may send them by USPS
to the church office post office box at the address above.
Our pledge as your Council is carefully and prayerfully to consider all suggestions and
work to arrive at a plan for use of these funds that have been granted us through more
than a century of giving by our St. Paul faithful. Your prayers for this process are
invited as well.
Thank you for your involvement and support.
Yours in Christ Jesus,
Lawrence C. Riedy,
Congregation Council President

Lenten Worship Begins Ash Wednesday, March 2

The penitential season of Lent is a bit later this year, with Easter falling
on April 17. Ash Wednesday comes on March 2, and St. Paul and First
Presbyterian will worship together at 6:00 pm, at First Presbyterian, with
the Rev. Dr. Richard Henderson preaching and presiding. Ashes will be
imposed upon those desiring them. The earlier hour of worship was set to
help encourage attendance by those not wishing to drive in darkness.

Thereafter, “In View of God’s Mercy” will be the theme for midweek
Lenten worship. We will be joining with two other congregations in these
services, First Congregational United Church of Christ, where the Rev. Dr.
Robert Bottoms is interim pastor, and St. Stephen’s United Church of
Christ, where the Rev. Jerald Fenske is pastor. Rev. Bottoms previously served for more than four
years as interim pastor at First Presbyterian.
This Lent St. Paul is invited to join with fellow Lutherans to study, reflect, and give during
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving. Journey into Lent as we explore the connection
between our faith and shared ministry to hunger and poverty. We are saving for a world
where all are fed. This Lent we’re saving to fight hunger and poverty. Take a jar and fill it.
Bring them in filled to help fight World Hunger.
The Spring Assembly of the Eastern Conference Women will be
Saturday, April 30, 2022. It will be at Zion Lutheran Church in
Sandusky. Registration starts at 8:30 with the program starting at
9:00 am—12:00 pm. Carol Castello will give a brief presentation on World Hunger. Carolyn Steinfeldt will have a program
on prayer called “Praying with Body and Soul”. The theme
verse is Deuteronomy 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
might.” A continental breakfast will be served along with lunch.
The cost for the day is $10.00. Please call the church to make
your reservation. In kind gifts will go to Safe Harbor Domestic
Violence Shelter. A list of items for Safe Harbor will be in the
April Sword. ALL ARE WELCOME!
The memorial benches are at Spoer Precast Concrete, 2020 Caldwell. When
the ice melts they will be moved to First Presbyterian. If you would like your
bench please call Spoer to make arrangements to pick it up. They will not
deliver so you will have to pick it up when they are open.
Project Share of Margaretta Township
Annual Spaghetti Benefit
Free Will Offering
Grace Lutheran Church
Saturday, March 5th
4:30 pm until sold out
Drive-Thru Pickup in Back of Church
Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, Salad,
Breadstick, and Dessert
Delivery is available for shut-ins,
call 419-357-3672 to schedule a delivery

Each of these services will be at 7:00 pm, with the following schedule:
March 9 – St. Stephen’s – 905 East Perkins Avenue - Rev. Bottoms to preach
“Mercy in Temptation” - 1 Corinthians 10:13
March 16 – First Congregational – 1158 Cleveland Road, Sandusky Plaza Shopping Center
Rev. Fenske to preach
“Mercy in Suffering” - I Peter 2:23
March 23 – First Presbyterian – 265 Jackson Street - Rev. Henderson to preach
“Mercy in Betrayal” - I Peter 3:11
March 30 – First Congregational - Pastor Franke to preach
“Mercy in Relationships” -Ephesians 4:32
April 6 – St. Stephen’s - Holy Communion to be celebrated - Pastor Gardner to preach
“Mercy in Service” - Hebrews 6:10
Our midweek Lenten service offerings will support the Sandusky Corps of The Salvation Army.
Sundays in Lent will begin March 6, with the temptation of our Lord as the traditional text for that
Sunday. Pastor Lance Franke will preach and preside at the Lord’s Table.
Holy Week worship will be at First Presbyterian, with Maundy Thursday Holy Communion (April
14) and Good Friday worship (April 15) at 7:00 pm each evening.

And, looking ahead, the Resurrection of Our Lord will be observed with celebration of Holy
Communion on Easter Sunday, April 17, at 10:00 am. Pastor Henderson is scheduled to preach,
and Pastor Franke is to preside at the Sacrament.

Our Financial Stewardship – Please note this reflects
our giving (support for St. Paul in offerings) on a monthly
basis.
Income for January in All Funds
Expenses for January in All Funds

$4347.43
$8289.22

