Our Mission: Proclaim God’s love through word and sacrament, committed to a life of
witness, fellowship, and service, uniting people to His will.
Our Vision: As a church, we will make a positive difference in our community.

SECRETARY “HOME” OFFICE HOURS
(during COVID)
Monday—Friday
8:30 AM—1:00 PM

419-625-6800 phone

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a Firelands Lutheran congregation Active in Mission Congregation

OCTOBER 2020

St. Paul Lutheran Church
2211 Mills Street
Sandusky, OH 44870
419-625-6800

Email: office@stpaulsandusky.org
www.stpaulsandusky.org

Northwestern
Ohio Synod
St. Paul Lutheran Church
2211 Mills St.
Sandusky, OH 44870

FLAMe

Member: Firelands Lutherans Active in Mission

The Sword
“Christ-Centered, Gospel- Based Church Equipping You For SERVICE.”

October Lectionary

St. Paul has four teams that tend to the ministry that Christ has called us to.
The teams and their respective responsibilities include:

Nurture Team
Worship & Music
Christian Education
Youth & Family

Resource Team
Finance
Stewardship
Building and Grounds

Ministry Team
Life and Growth
Fellowship Groups
Visitation

Mission Team
Evangelism, FLAMe,
Welcome Table,
Care and Share,
Synod, ELCA, etc.

Short Term Teams may be set up by Council in response to specific requests or needs.

Church Activities
Prayer Chain Linda Skillman (419) 625-6292
St. Paul Choir
Stitch n Rip Joyce Marquart (419) 627-0861
Dartball Tom Willer (419) 308-0197
Women of the ELCA Linda Skillman (419) 625-6292

DEADLINES TO
REMEMBER:

Please have information to the church office at the
appropriate times for
timely publication.
Weekly Bulletin:
Thursday, 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
Monday after the
Church Council meeting by 12:00 PM
(NOVEMBER SWORD, October 19th)

Our 2017-2018 Church Council Leaders and Committee
chairpersons are:
Larry Riedy—President
Cindy Ball—Treasurer
Craig Hecht—Secretary
Judy Pflieger
Linda Ewers
Karen Flohr
Jennifer Weichel

October 4th
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Parament Color: Green
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15
Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
October 11th 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Parament Color: Green
First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
October 18th 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Parament Color: Green
First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm 96:1-9[10-13]
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22

MISSION TEAMS are scheduled to meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday,
October 27, 2020.
CHURCH COUNCIL “Zoom” meeting will be Tuesday,
October 13, 2020 at 6:30 pm.

It is recommended that all Teams try
to meet virtually or by phone.

October 25th Reformation Sunday
Parament Color: Scarlet
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28
Gospel: John 8:31-36

OUR STAFF
Jesus’ Disciple in Mission & Ministry
Pastor
Pianist
Church Secretary
Custodian
Financial Secretary
Groundskeeper

YOU!
Rev. William Schroeder
Jenny Weichel
Elaine Conley
Debbie Moltz
Pat Gast
Bill Ewers

St. Paul Women of the ELCA
The annual meeting scheduled for the first Saturday in October
will be postponed until the church is open for meetings.
We will continue to go by our 2020 approved budget.

Our Financial Stewardship – Please note this reflects our
giving (support for St. Paul in offerings) on a monthly basis.
Income for August for All Funds
Expenses for August for All Funds

$9,858.53
$16,450.31

The Lutheran World Relief quilts and mission projects (back
packs, personal care kits, school kits, and baby care kits) will be
taken to the depot by Karol and Rick Griffiths on October 10,
2020.
Any questions call coordinator Linda Skillman.

Please be mindful of our homebound members with prayers, visits or cards!
Please call the church office for contact information.

OUTDOOR SERVICE INFORMATION
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2020
Time: 10:00 am

Howard Barnum

Lois Hummel

Ruthann Jones

Donna Russell

Peg Marquart

Don and Helen Smith

Sharon Dresser

Janis Skaggs

Eleanor Miller

Betty Moltz

Frances Hartley

Mary Bauman

Mr. Barry Karns

Ronald Beese

Don Roth

Length of Service: Approximately 30 minutes
Where: West parking lot

What You Need: Please bring your own chair. If you do not
have one and cannot afford one, please call the church office
(419.625.6800) and leave a message and one will be delivered to
you. You are then responsible to bring that chair each time and
eventually to return it to church.

Larry Camp, Jr.

Bulletin(s): Will be placed inside your seating area.
Procedures:

Robert and Debbie Weichel
Barry and Nancy Glass
Richard and Marcia Ninke

10/9
10/18
10/19

Peggy Schwanger
Timothy Schwanger
BJ Kurlic
Donald Binting
Richard Griffiths
Cheryl Glass-Schell
Miley Taylor
Stella Pelkey
Tom Willer
Jacob Jones
Elijah Meadows
Karol Griffiths
Makenzie Bush
Keith Christian
Elaine Brown
Margaret Cheetham

10/2
10/2
10/4
10/5
10/7
10/8
10/10
10/12
10/12
10/16
10/16
10/19
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/23

1) PROPER wearing of masks at all times is REQUIRED (If you cannot wear a mask or wish not
to, please stay home).
2) These services offered only if at an emergency level of Gold or Yellow. If Red or Purple, there
will be NO outdoor service (Facebook service will still be offered at 9:00 am).
3) If there is an expected or unexpected weather front, there will be NO outdoor service (Facebook
service will still be offered at 9:00 am).
4) You must RSVP by calling the church office or speaking with Elaine and leaving a message that
you will be attending.
a) Please include the number in your party.
b) Families living under the same roof will be allowed to sit together (space permitting).
5) Arrive no earlier than 9:45am.
6) You will be ushered to your seating area and ushered back out again (after service, please go
directly to your vehicle and exit the parking lot).
7) Take all items from your seating area with you when you leave.
8) Please use the Restroom Before Leaving home as the bathrooms will not be open.
9) There will be NO singing.
10) There will be NO “call and response” liturgy (the only person speaking will be the pastor).
11) There will be a designated place to leave your offering on your way in or out.
Additional Information: If changes or additions are made to the above, they will be posted in, by, or
on:
Newsletter (if possible),
Email,
Website (stpaulsandusky.org),
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsandusky/),
Church answering machine.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH TODAY? – Part Two
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.”
Ephesians 2:21-22 (NIV)
“21

Thousands of churches close every year because they can no longer support their facilities. We
who go to those churches claim how wonderful or beautiful our churches are, but we are the ones
who are there when it closes. Is that societies fault? Or are we, the Christians to blame?
Then there is the little problem that we may go to church occasionally but live a life beyond the
walls of the church differently. We live a double life! An inconsistent life. Christians are refusing
to wear masks during the COVID crisis, claiming it is their right not to and that God will strike
those down who do or require it. Should it not be their privilege to care for their brothers and
sisters? Is it not our God given calling as Christians to build the body up rather than being critical?
Now, I know that what I am saying here can be construed as being critical. I am not trying to see
this problem with a critical lens, but as our opportunity as the church to step back and be honest
with ourselves about why the church is experiencing decline and why so many people who once
went to church are no longer attending. It is easy to blame the culture or society. Yet, are we as
Christians not a part of the culture?
The church is NOT the building, music, pastor, size, or liturgy! It does not matter what shape the
building is or how many stained-glass windows it has or who gave a gift for them. It does not
matter what style of worship we have or whether candles are lit on Sunday morning or not. It is
ok if the pastor’s message was bit off this week or the choir was flat.
Jesus taught from a boat, on a hill, in the courtyard, on the street, in a home, and rarely did so in a
dedicated building. Jesus told his disciples to “GO”, as he also tells us. He did not use a specific
hymnal, parament, chalice or pulpit. He used whatever was available. He did however sometimes
correct people with love, kindness and then promised to be with them unto the “end of the age”.
So, what is the church today? Who is the church today? You are! We are! If we want to experience
a growing church, we need to embrace our identity in Jesus Christ and not in our membership in a
specific congregation, in a specific building, with a specific liturgy, in our specific way. We need to
live our lives as God’s children humbly, generously, thankfully, joyfully, and boldly. We need to
start being the church rather than simply going to church!
Pastor Bill

God’s Work Our Hands at St. Paul goes on even
though the COVID-19 has put a stall on certain
events and in house services during the past few
months.
Please pray for our Christian families and
friends for what they have accomplished.
The ladies of quilting and others have put
together 40 health kit packets, 10 baby kits, 16
school bag kits and 16 quilts. Thank you ladies
and special thanks to Dorothy Hottenroth and
Norma Shelley— also a special thank you to
Rick and Karol Griffiths who will be traveling to
New Rochester on October 10th to make sure
the items get shipped to help and comfort the needy.
A special thank you to all the quilters: Donna Schoen, Jean Cramer, Jeannette Sampsell, Joyce
Marquart, Millie McCready, Vicki Gerold, Shirley Mapus and Nancy Yontz.
Psalm 90: 16-17 “Let your work appear to your servants, And your glory to their children and
let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. And establish the work of our hands for us, You
establish the work of our hands.”

DRIVE-UP HOLY COMMUNION
Dates: October 4th at St. Paul – Sandusky
October 25th at Zion – Huron
Time: 10:00-11:00 AM
*** Masks worn properly are required! ***

If we are at COVID Emergency Level Red or Purple the
Thursday prior to the Sunday of Communion, there will be
NO Communion!

